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NEWS RELEASE council on African affairs, inc 

FOR IiaOUTC MP.myp 

arm DEPARTjgwr CAMCELLAi^ty ry ft OBESWS PASS PORT challenge 

Representatives of the Passport Division of the State Deportment have told 
Paul Robeson, vhrn* passport wea revoked August 4 on the eve of hie departure for 
Bwtlngs and concerts abroad, that Mr* Robeson's condemnation o.f the treatment cS 
American Negroes should bo confined to the American scene oa this was a "family 
affair* and should not be aired abroad* 

Thla was ^no r t the highlights of the 2—h' ur discussion which to'k piece in 
Washington at the Peaaport Division fficc o n August 23 at a conference held ot the 
refoeet of Mt. Robeson's counsel to find ' ut the basis for the State Department's 

arbitrary action. 

Participating in the conference with Paul R-bcs-n were his attorney, Nathcn Witt, 
Judge Janes Ju Cobb, forderly o n the Municipal Crurt bench of Washington, D, C*, 

Dean George Parker cf the Terrell Daw Sch ^1, Attorney George Hayes/menbjr of 
Washington, D«C, School Board, and William L, Patterson, Executive Secretory of the 
CivlJ Rights Congress* Representing the Passport Division were H*A* Nicholes r>r>d 
Tlllls H» Young, 

Nathan TT itt accuaed the Department ' f arbitrarily violnting the privileges, itw 
□unities, end righta of Paul Robeson in tho revoeatl n of hia peggport* Ho asked 
the Department for a definitive state rent of the re a son a for its action, which it 
had baaed limply cn the assertion that Robeson's travel abroad would be "detrimental 
to the interests of the United States Government"* 

The State Department spokesman intimated thet unless Robes' n w uld o^ree t r re- 
frain from criticising the treatment n f Negro Americana and the American government's 
foreign policy during his travels abroad, the State Department w-uld stand pet its 
canoellatin his pcssport* Mr* Nicholas a3kod for a Btotonent that Mr. Robeson 
would not speck if he went abroad* 

Paul Robeson caressed his deep end abiding loyalty to America, hia country, 
and slio till intentlrn to continue tc criticize those acts emanating from foreign 
and domestic policy which in any way curtailed the c- nstituti nal rights of tho 
American people generally, or specifically violated the constitutional liberties 
and human rights of the Negro people* He contended that this was in keeping with 
hia duty ss a loyal American citizen and consistent with his constitutional righta. 

He was supported in this stend by Judge Cobb, wtr said that the curtailment of 
freedom of travel was an arbitrary axerciao of power by the State Department in 
violation of tho fifth Amendment protecting property rights. 

Attorney Hayes added that he regarded this matter as further attack upon the 
rights end privileges of 15 million Negroes wtr were already denied their citizen¬ 
ship rights without effort on the port of tho Government to protect seme. 

The conference ended with the State Deportment refusing to reconsider its 
action unless Mr* Robeson would sign a statement thrt ho would irt speak if he went 
abroad* Tho attorneys present with Mr* Robeson in the conference unanimously do*- 
olsred that this mat tor was of such fundamental character that it must be taken In- 
mediately to the U # S* Supreme C'urt* 

The Council on African Affairs, of which Mr* Robeson is Chairman, has received 
copies of tumorous letters and cables fr m individuals and organizations in the U*S* 
fidrmfedOJa (986 &w 3/ dlBfifite Dean Acheaon protesting cancellation of Robeson's 

■sport* 
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ft*op# Dept# , London District, obtains some addresses from Maud (ROGERSON). 


Paul ROBESON, c/o the Council for African Affairs, 23, West 26th Street, 

r New York, 10, 

i 

G%bMel d'ARBOUSSIER, Maud tells her to ask the British Peace Cttee or write 

to him care of the French Party, or the Chamber of 
Nationalities, she thinks Ink it is called# 


AZUdWE, 


Post Office Box 573, Lagos, Nigeria, British West Africa# < 


Sam KAHN. 


.Mrs. RENNER (sp) 


Maud has no address for him and does not know how they 
could get into communication with him# The official 
addresses they have are no longer any use. The places 
are all closed# 


Maud asks if that is Mrs# Hanftole HENNBR. Caller says\ > ^i\ 
she is the one from the Gold Coast or West Coast of Aflrf 
Maud says it is c/o Accra Evening N ews, K) Box 821, ^ n - 

Accra, Gold Coast# p T 0 , •. 
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Caller nek& If there io no way of settlnp in touch with via the 
Gtardlfiiw Vhey ura holdi a-* a uenfcLhp? on :.-.ept, fist on - frlca and the fl^ht 
for pe^oe # and they want ee»i w^ea* 

Ueud e.ya to leave itn to hrr for a couple of days* hr does hoi like to 
su rest ij^thinp that would cowjait the '»nMdlrtn in »t\y way, but she will 
ask*the -outh African ocx& adoa* One Of thrt» is due in tomorrow uoming* 
be will find out if anyorv* has a private eoareaa for hia. 
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Mr. Deerond Buckle 
37 Chnrlwcod Street 
London, 3.7. 1, 
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